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Words We Will Use Today 

● Impressionism: a style of painting which uses short rapid brushstrokes to 
capture the light and atmosphere of and around objects 

● En plein air: French for “outside” - a technique made possible by the 
invention of tubes for paint 

● Luminous: a glowing quality of light  
 
Considered the father of the Impressionist movement, Claude Monet was born in 
Paris, France, in 1840.  As a boy he gained popularity for drawing caricatures of 
his teachers in school; it was quickly apparent that he had great artistic talents.  As 
an adult Monet became friends with other famous painters including Cezanne, 
Manet, and Renoir.  They, and other artists, met in cafes to discuss new ideas about 
painting.  
 
This is a photograph of Claude Monet taken near the end of his life.. Though he 
had begun to lose his eyesight, he continued to paint until his death in 1926.  

Wild Poppies at Argenteuil, 1873  Flowers were one of Monet's favorite subjects. 
The boy in the foreground is his son, Jean. This painting is composed with colors, 
rather than forms. Monet quickly filled the entire canvas with tones, dabbing color 
everywhere and filing in the details as he went.  

Gare Saint-Lazare, 1877  Rather than paint staged pictures of historical or 
Biblical subjects, the Impressionists painted the everyday world around them. 
Newly popular steam trains and the great glass architecture of the stations 
fascinated Monet, especially the effect of light on the steam. Monet painted this 
station and its trains every day for three months, his first “series.”  

Haystacks, End of Summer, 1890  In the Haystack series Monet sought to show 
the changes of light and atmosphere in each one. 



The Garden, 1902  Monet moved to his country home in Giverny, 40 miles from 
Paris, in 1883. He virtually abandoned scenes of everyday life to paint his 
extensive gardens and pond. This house, pond, and garden survives virtually intact 
today.  

Japanese Footbridge, 1899  Here we see the bridge over the waterlily pond. 
Monet painted many similar paintings of this bridge in all seasons and stages of 
day and night.  

Waterlilies This painting is probably a detail for Monet's last Waterlily series 
which hangs in the Orangerie Museum in Paris. Monet had a large studio, and as 
he lost his sight, his canvases grew bigger. His brushstrokes are looser and freer, 
almost abstract.  

Water lilies, 1915-1917  
 
Water Lily Pond, Green Harmony, 1899  Now it’s your turn to paint like Monet! 


