
Ansel Adams 

1. Words We Will Use Today 

◆ Negative Space: the space around the subject of an image 
◆ Value: refers to the lightness or darkness of a color 
◆ Midtone: the middle tone between two colors - the midtone between 

black and white is gray 

2. Ansel Adams 1902-1984.  

3. Photograph of Ansel Adams  Ansel Adams was born on February 20, 1902, in San 
Francisco, California. Adams rose to prominence as a photographer of the American West, 
particularly Yosemite National Park, using his work to promote conservation of wilderness 
areas. He died in Monterey, California, on April 22, 1984.  He broke his nose in the 1906 
San Francisco earthquake when he fell against a brick wall in his garden.  Although he 
prefered black and white photography, he did occasionally take color photos. 

4. Mount Clarence King, Pool, Kings Canyon Natl. Park, CA c. 1925 "Water, while quite 
transparent has considerable reflective powers, as everyone who has stood by a still pool 
must know.” 

5. Mount Williamson, Sierra Nevada, from Mananar CA 1945  Despite being in black 
and white you can still tell it’s a sunny day.  How can you tell? 

6. Canyon de Chelly, Arizona, 1942  Stark shifts in value give this photo a sense of fluid 
motion. 

7. Aspens, Northern New Mexico, 1958  Here is a good example of negative space.  The 
long lines of the aspen trees are highlighted by the dark uniform background.  

8. Oak Tree, Sunset City, Sierra Foothills, CA - 1962  Strong lines emphasize the form of 
this tree.  Would it be as effective in color or would color distract from the clearly defined 
shape of the tree? 

9. Ansel Adams  Here Adams is photographing Yosemite in 1942, using his car as an 
elevated platform.  Sometimes he took photos after hiking for miles carrying heavy gear, 
sometimes he simply took pictures from the side of the road. 

10.  Now It’s Your Turn! 


