
Day of the Dead 
 

 

Slide 1:  Words We Will Use Today 

● Vibrant: vivid bright color 

● Symbol: a thing that represents or stands in for something else 

● Whimsical: playful and fun rather than serious or grim 

 

 

Slide 2:  Day of the Dead 

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a colorful celebration of life meant to honor loved 

ones who have died.  The practice originated in ancient Mesoamerica and is currently celebrated 

in Mexico, Northern Central America, and some parts of South America.  Though we sometimes 

associate it with Halloween, it is not the same holiday, and is celebrated on November 1st and 

2nd.   

 

Slide 3:  Calaveritas de azucar, or sugar skulls 

Skulls made of sugar or clay are decorated in bright whimsical colors to look cheerful, not scary.  

Sugar skulls are sometimes offered to the dead as a treat.  The name of the deceased is typically 

written on the forehead of the skull in honor of the individual. 

 

Slide 4:  Cempasuchil, or marigolds 

These vibrant flowers native to Mexico are placed on the ofrendas (alters) and graves to make 

them visible to visiting spirits.  Flower petals are often used to form pathways to lead the dead 

home from the graveyard. 

 

Slide 5:  Monarch butterflies 

Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico around the same time as the Day of the Dead 

celebrations.  Like the marigold flowers, their vibrant orange and black colors make them bright 

symbols of the celebrations.  Some believe they carry the spirits of the departed.   

 

Slide 6:  Ofrenda 

Ofrendas, or alters, are temporary shrines where families place photos and belongings of their 

loved ones to serve as reminders of their lives.  Each ofrenda contains symbols of the four 

elements: water (bottles for drinking), earth (food to eat), wind (paper banners called papel 

picados), and fire (candles).   

 

Slide 7:  Celebration 

Like many holidays, the Day of the Dead celebration is filled with music, dancing, and parades.  

Rather than mourning the death of a loved one, the Day of the Dead is meant to celebrate and 

honor life.   

 

Slide 8:  Now it’s your turn! 

Today you will make your own Day of the Dead “El Gato” (cat) in the style of the calaveritas de 

azucar, incorporating the symbols mentioned above.     


