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Pre-slides:  Focus slide; “And now, it’s time for Art Lit” 
 

Slide 1:  Words we will use today 
• Expressionism – A painting style in which the artist uses strong colors and brushstrokes to show emotions 

and feelings.   
•  Impasto – VERY thick paint showing lots of texture. Often times the paint is applied directly to the canvas.  
•  Horizon Line – The place where the earth meets the sky. 
 
 

Slide 2:  Vincent Van Gogh, Expressionist (1853-1890) 
Vincent Van Gogh (Van-Go) was born in Zundert, Netherlands (Holland) in 1853.  His father was a minister and his 
mother was an artist whose love of nature, drawing and watercolors was passed on to her son. 

 

Vincent’s family was very poor and he had to leave school when he was 15 to go work with his uncle as an art 
salesman.  This is where he was exposed to all kinds of art and learned about the art profession.  He worked as an 
art trader in England and France too.   
 

In 1880, he finally decided to become an artist and he went to Belgium to study art. 
 

In 1886, he moved to Paris to join his brother who was the manager of a well-known art gallery.  This is where he 
met the famous Impressionist artists Pisarro (Pee-zarro), Monet (Mo-nay), and Gauguin (Go-gan). 

 
Slide 3:  Yellow House (1888) & Bedroom in Arles (1888) 

The Yellow House (1888)-  In 1888, Vincent moved to Arles, France with the intention of founding an artist colony 
with other talented artists.  Van Gogh rented four rooms on the right side of this yellow house. He was enchanted 
by the local landscape and light, and his works from the period are filled with lots of yellow colors.   
 

Bedroom in Arles (1888)-  This is a painting of Vincent’s bedroom in the yellow house. 
 

How do these paintings make you feel?  How do you think they made Van Gogh feel as he painted them?  
 
Slide 4:  Still Life with 12 Flowers (1888) & Sunflowers (Jan. 1889) 

It was August, the sunflowers were blooming, and Van Gogh desperately wanted to capture them in a series of 12 
pictures. Because the flowers wilted so quickly, he worked on his canvases every day. Van Gogh began painting in 
late summer 1888 and continued into the following year. The paintings show sunflowers in all stages of life, from 
full bloom to withered.   
 
Can you find the 12 sunflowers?   
 

What color do you see most?   The paintings were considered innovative for their use of the yellow spectrum, 
partly because newly invented pigments made new colors possible.  Many shades of yellow did not exist 
previously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Slide 5:  The Red Vineyards at Arles (1888)  & Haystacks in Provence (1889) 

The Red Vineyard at Arles (1888)    
This was a wine plantation situated beside the Yellow House where Van Gogh lived. He painted this completely out 
of memory and imagination the day after he walked through the vineyard. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pigment


  Van GoghArtistSlides 

 

This is the only painting Vincent sold during his lifetime.  It sold for 400 Francs (equal to about $1600 today.)   
 

Vincent only painted for about 10 years before he died.  His sister-in-law kept most of Vincent’s paintings.  
 They can be seen in museums all around the world.  His most famous painting,  Starry Night, was acquired by the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1941.  It is said to be insured for about 100 million dollars.  
 

Haystacks in Provence (1889) 
This painting depicts a field of haystacks in Provence, France, with a bright orange orb partially showing over a 
bluff.  After researching the placement of the sun, Astronomers have determined that Van Gogh was working on 
the picture at 9:08 p.m. on July 13, 1889.  
Can you find the horizon line in these paintings?   

 
Slide 6:  Café Terrace at Night (1888) 
       This painting offers a different perspective of the star-filled sky. 
       The thick paint and bright yellow color make the stars appear to twinkle in the sky. 
       The bright yellow wall gives the café a feeling of life and energy. 
       This is the first painting in which Van Gogh used starry backgrounds; he went on to paint star-filled skies in  
       Starry Night Over the Rhone (painted the same month), and the better known Starry Night a year later. 
 

Slide 7:  Starry Night Over the Rhone (1888) 
Van Gogh loved to paint the night sky.  He once said, “For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the     
sight of the stars makes me dream.” 

     Notice how the stars appear to twinkle in the sky as they are surrounded by their own orb of light.  
     The warm glow and reflection of artificial light from the buildings or houses was a new to paintings.  
     Vincent Van Gogh was an Expressionist painter and wanted the viewer to feel something when they looked at his 
paintings.  
     How does this picture make you feel?  
 

Slide 8:  Starry Night (1889) 
 Van Gogh’s most famous painting is Starry Night. It is one of the most copied and requested prints. There is the 
night sky filled with swirling clouds, stars ablaze with their own luminescence, and a bright crescent moon. Vincent 
Van Gogh said, “I often think that the night is more alive and more richly colored than the day.”  

 

Can you see and “feel” the difference in this Starry Night sky compared to the calm Starry Night sky over the 
Rhone?  
How does this painting make you feel?  

 
Slide 9:  Are you ready to create like Van Gogh? 
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