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Making Our School Better, Together. The Mary Woodward Parent Support Organization (PSO) was established to promote quality 
education, communication and understanding among the students, parents, faculty and the community of Mary Woodward Elementary 
School. The PSO sponsors various academic and social programs, coordinates volunteer activity and conducts fundraisers, all in the 
spirit of providing enrichment for our students and assistance for the work in the classroom. All parents and legal guardians of 
enrolled Mary Woodward students are invited to participate in the PSO. There is no cost for membership. Meetings are usually held 
the second Monday of each month from 9-11am in the cafeteria. For more PSO news online, visit www.marywoodwardpso.com. 
 

 
Science Fair ‘09 

 
Let’s get our kids ready to explore and 
experiment with Science Fair ‘09 on 
February 26th!  The kick off assembly 
“Altered States” will be held January 23rd.  
Look for Science Fair packets and entry forms in your 
child’s backpack next week. Entry forms will be due 
January 29th, so now is a great time to begin 
brainstorming Science Fair project ideas. Parents and 
family members are invited to help make this year’s 
Science Fair a “blast” by volunteering to help! Contact 

Tracy Wanderschied at 503-579-7795 or 
john.wanderscheid@verizon.net  for 
questions or to volunteer. 

 
 
 

        Next PSO Meeting 
             Monday, January 12th 
           9:00 am in the Cafeteria 

 
 

We All Scream For Ice Cream 
 

The next Box Top Contest “We All 
Scream for Ice Cream” starts on 
January 12th and ends March 20th.  

The winning class from each grade level will win an Ice 
Cream Sundae Party.  The teacher from the class that 
collects the most Box Tops will win a $25 Starbucks gift 
card.  For a complete list of products that have Box Tops 
on them please visit : www.BoxTops4Education.com.  
Remember the Mary Woodward PSO 
receives 10 cents for every Box Top we 
submit.  Help us reach our goal of 
$2,000 this school year.  

 
 

 
Happy New Year Mary 
Woodward Parents and    

Family Members 
  
Wishing our fabulous volunteers and 
families a healthy, happy, and safe 2009.  I am 
proud to report that since the beginning of the 
school year you all have contributed to a total of 4,196 
hours. Wow!! I can't thank you enough for your 
continued dedication and hard work to make our kids 
lives more enriched and fulfilled.  Just to put things into 
perspective the hours volunteered so far would be 
equivalent to hiring seven people FULL-TIME. Thank 
you again.  Looking forward to a fabulous New Year 
with you all that is sure to bring exciting things.   
Sincerely, Catie Stedman - Volunteer Coordinator 
 
 

Thinking About Rodin 
 
You probably know what the iconic 
statue “The Thinker” looks like. But 
did you know the sculptor who 
created it changed the art world 

forever? Born in Paris in 1840, Auguste Rodin 
approached sculpture in a completely new way—adding 
a sense of movement, emotion and realism that had 
never been seen before.  
 
For centuries, sculpture had been used to symbolize a 
heroic story or lofty virtue. But Rodin’s works were 
completely realistic, often showing powerful feelings 
like fear, despair or loneliness. Many people didn’t like 
Rodin’s realistic style or the fact that he 
didn’t follow the “rules” of sculpture; but 
he wasn’t afraid to let his art reflect the 
full range of human emotions and 
experience. This month in Art Lit, the 
kids will be using clay to sculpt a realistic 
human face in the style of Rodin. 
 

mailto:john.wanderscheid@verizon.net


 
Innovative Grants 

 
The Innovative Grant Program is providing funding 
for educational opportunities for our students in the 
total amount of $3,000.  The staff submitted their 
creative ideas that would enhance the teaching 
process and will directly benefit Mary Woodward 
students.   The PSO is proud to announce the 
winners of this program for the 2008-2009 school 
year.   
  

!  Habitat Investigation Kits:  These kits will 
support teachers in delivering hands‐on 
activities and science inquiry lessons that 
support state benchmarks and reinforce 
classroom learning.   Jo Noren and Nancy Ross 
are excited that the Woodward Gardens will 
advance as a habitat education site with 
increased numbers of students engaged in 
outdoor learning experiences. 

!  Enhanced Science Education:  Mrs. Pedersen 
will be using funds to help foster a strong and 
exciting science environment for the students.  
This will include teaching scientific methods, 
studying frogs, toads, and spiders up close and 
personal, and will also include different 
experiments during a meteorology unit. 

!  Electronic Microscopes:  The images from these 
microscopes could be projected onto a screen 
so that all students could see and learn 
together.  They will support the 2nd grade 
team’s curriculum as they study rocks, minerals, 
bees, birds, soil and the environments. 

!  After School Clay Creation:  Jo Barendse will be 
teaching this class to help young people 
discover the joy in creating with clay as they 
learn the firing and glazing process, link these 
creations with a literacy focus, and connect this 
artistic response with an understanding of the 
creative process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L.O.L. 
(Laugh Out Loud) 

Party of the year! 

 
Spring Fund Raiser 

Save the Date! 
 

April 18, 2009 
 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
JANUARY 
 
5th  Session II Enrichment Classes Begin 
12th  Box Tops Contest II 
12th PSO Meeting 9:00 am 
23rd  Science Fair Kick Off 
 
FEBRUARY 
 

9th PSO Meeting 9:00 am 
13th Valentine’s Day Parties 
26th  Science Fair 
27th  Science Fair All School Review 
 

For more info, visit www.marywoodwardpso.com 
 

 


